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SUBJ: LA REACTION TO SOVIET AND CUBAN ROLE IN AFRICA 
REF: A. STATE 148740; B. PARAMARIBO 793 

1. EMBASSY WISHES TO DRAW DEPARTMENT'S ATTENTION TO 
REE B WHICH REPORTED MINISTER PRESIDENT ARRON'S VIEWS 
TO THE EFFECT THAT SOVIET AND CUBAN ACTIVITIES IN 
AFRICA REPRESENTED "INTERFERENCE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS" 

OF MANY OF THE COUNTRIES CONCERNED, AS WELL AS HIS EXPRESSION 
OF "DEEP CONCERN" ABOUT DEVELOPMENTS IN THAT CONTINENT. 
NONETHELESS, IT IS NOT LIKELY THAT GOS WOULD 
HAVE SPECIEIC SUGGESTIONS AS TO WAYS OF HANDLING THE 
RESULTING PROBLEMS THERE. 

2. GOS INTEREST IS PROMPTED IN LARGE MASURE BY POLICY 
QUESTION WHICH DIRECTLY CONERONTS SURINAM, NAMELY, 

WHETHER CUBAN REQUESTS TO ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 
SHOULD BE GRANTED. IN RECENT CONVERSATION, EOREIGN AEFAIRS 
DIRECTOR HEINEMANN TOLD CHARGE THAT CUBA IS 
PRESENTLY ONE OF HIS MOST IMPORTANT CONCERNS. 

HEINEMANN SAID THAT WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED DIRECTOR IN 
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MARCH HE HAD PUT THE QUESTION OF POSSIBLE DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS "INTO THE FRIG," ADDING THAT HE DID NOT 
THINK THE CLIMATE WAS RIGHT TO ENTER INTO 
RELATIONS WITH CUBA. HE OBSERVED THAT SOMENHAD 
URGED THE GOS TO ESTABLISH RELATIONS AETER INITIAL 
EFFORTS BY THE U.S. TO IMPROVE RELATIONS 
WITH CUBA BUT THAT RECENT U.S. STATEMENTS 
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REFLECTED A NEW SITUATION. AT ANY RATE, 

CONCLUDED HEINEMANN, HE WANTS TO HAVE ADDITIONAL INEORMATION 
EROM HIS MISSION TO THE UN AND THE OAS AS WELL AS 
FROM THE VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT BEFORE CONSIDERING ANY 
MOVES IN THE DIRECTION OF ESTABLISHMENT OE RELATIONS. 

3. SURINAM HAS SHOWN GREAT CAUTIOUSNESS IN DEALING 
WITH THE CUBANS EVER SINCE ITS INDEPENDENCE IN 1975. 

EXCEPT EOR A SMALL AMOUNT OP TRADE (SUGAR FROM CUBA, 

WOOD PRODUCTS FROM SURINAM), AN ACCOSIONAL SPORTS 
EVENT, AND RECENT EFFORTS TO ORGANIZE A SURINAMESE 
DELEGATION TO THE UPCOMING WORLD YOUTH FESTIVAL- AND 
IN SPITE OF REPEATED APPROACHED BY THE CUBANS TO 
OPEN DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS-THERE ARE NOT MANY CONTACTS 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES. WE WOULD ANTICIPATE THAT 
THE GOS WILL CONTINUE TO LIE LOW ON THIS MATTER WHILE 
HOLDING OFF THE CUBANS UNLESS AND UNTIL 
THEY ARE SATISFIED THAT CUBAN INTENTIONS ARE 
NOT CONTRARY TO THE MAINTENANCE OF SURINAM'S 
PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY, COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS, 

AND ITS BASICALLY MIDDLE-CLASS ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY. 
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